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weeks is the perfect minimum time to explore a
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new country on two wheels.
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Given two weeks, what country would we choose? The list
that offers a varied repertoire of attractions for travelers in
such a short time isn’t long, but if you desire a country that
will never disappoint then we highly recommend Morocco
in north Africa.
In just one day of riding you can go from the dunes
of the Sahara to the frozen and winding routes of the
Atlas Mountains, or from the calm, warm waters of the
Mediterranean Sea to the exciting waves of the Atlantic
Ocean. You can stretch your legs with a walk through

the forests of the Rift, ski the Ifrane Mountains, search
for fossils through desert sands or lose yourself in the
amazing medinas.
Those reasons and many more have turned Morocco in
recent years into one of the favorite destinations for riders.
It’s hard to believe that only 14 kilometers of the Strait of
Gibraltar separate it from Europe.
If you’re considering this amazing country for your next
motorcycle adventure, the following is a basic guide to
help you plan the trip.
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It’s not always practical or affordable to ship your bike to an
overseas destination. Fortunately, there’s an alternative—rent
one there. Our recommendation is to do this in Spain where
there is a huge selection of bike rentals of all kinds. You’ll only
need your passport, an international driver’s license and your
driver’s license.

Due to its proximity, one of the most popular ways to get to
Morocco is on a ferry from Spain. Depending on where you
take the ferry the time will vary. In the south of Spain you
can embark from the ports of Andalusia, Málaga, Motril or
Almería, although the most common are Tarifa and Algeciras.
We recommend Algeciras using the company Balearia, one of
the most reputable in Spain. They provide several trips a day
between Morocco and Spain with very good prices and service.
The trip takes about an hour and 20 minutes. Be sure to get
your passport stamped on the boat so that when you arrive in
Tangier there’s no time wasted.
The documents you’ll need to cross to Morocco are a
passport, Moroccan visa, a driver’s license, the green card
provided by the insurance company, motorcycle documents,
and a form the border agents will provide.

• Gas in Morocco is considerably cheaper than in Europe, about
$1.07 per liter.
• Note there’s plenty of poor-quality gas in Morocco, so stick
with the established chains, such as Shell or Total. Otherwise,
you run the risk of damaging your engine.
• Always carry cash because the gas stations outside of the big
cities often do not accept credit/debit cards.
• Remember to fill your tank every time you have an opportunity,
especially if you’re traveling long distances in remote desert
areas. It is not uncommon for stations to be out of gas in those
areas. And that could lead to waits anywhere from a few hours
to days.

You’ll want to include visits to some of Morocco’s most famous
medinas, which are the the non-European parts of a north
African city. Meknes, Marrakech and Fes are some of the most
popular. But where do you park your motorbike?
Accommodations within medinas are quite an experience.
Usually you’ll find “riads” (in Arabic this means “Garden of Eden”)
composed of a patio in the center surrounded by rooms on two
or three floors. It’s a building design that holds pleasant temperatures very well. Some have swimming pools, fountains, gardens,
ancient carpets... but never parking lots, and often not even a
proper road to reach them.
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The solution to where to park is at the entrance gates of the medinas.
Usually there are large open spaces to park for $2–$3 a night. Those
areas are protected by guards and security cameras 24 hours a day.
They’re so safe that you can even leave the bags on your motorcycle,
and not have to worry about getting your gear stolen.

As soon as you start traveling through Morocco you will notice that
police control points are common. They’re always at the entrances and
exits of the cities, but you’ll also find them in the middle of nowhere—
where there’s a greater likelihood of corruption.
To detect this, watch what’s happening at the head of the line. Cars
will be moving forward slowly and you’ll notice each of them handing
over small “gifts” or graft to the policemen. Sometimes it’s coins, other
times it’s a coke, a cigarette, sweets or a box of tea.
However, in these instances the police almost never stop riders with
foreign registrations. Instead, they will either ignore you or tell you
simply to keep going. It seems the reason is that they know many
foreigners traveling on motorcycles have small cameras attached
to their helmets or elsewhere on their bikes that record everything.
And there have been instances where policemen have lost their
jobs because of this. As a result, it’s now easier to travel without
having to deal with this kind of corruption.

• Drink plenty of water, stay hydrated to avoid
problems with high temperatures.
• Do not ask anyone where there is a good place to
buy a souvenir such as a carpet or lamp. If you do,
they will take you to a store where the price will
automatically be increased by at least 30 or 40%,
which is the commission of that person. Always go
to the stores by yourself to ask for prices, and then
haggle a little.
• Be careful when riding busy routes. The Moroccans
don’t seem to be aware of safety distances and
tend to overtake others a little too carelessly.
• As a health precaution, avoid getting ice in your
drinks or eating raw vegetables.
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• Exchange: $1 will get you almost 10 dirhams.
• Gas: One liter, 11 dirhams.
• Hotel: One night starts from 100 dirham per person.
• Meal: Tajin for one person (typical Moroccan menu) from
about 35 dirhams.
• Beer*: 30 dirhams.
*It’s a Muslim country so they do not usually consume
alcohol. You will not find alcohol in stores or supermarkets
but normally you can find it in some of the hotels. However,
prices are higher than you might be accustomed to
paying for alcohol.
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Starting from Tangier, Morocco:
Chefchaouen—The “Blue City” in the Rift Mountains.
Volubilis–Meknes—A Roman city with one of the most
beautiful medinas in the country.
Fes—Tanneries, one of the hardest jobs in the world.
Er Rachidia—Scenic route through the Er Rachidia Valley.
Erfoud/Risani—Fossils and a Martian-like landscape used in
many Hollywood movies.
Merzouga—Dunes of Erg Chebbi.
Tinghir—Todra Gorges and great artisans of the famous
Moroccan carpetmakers.
Dades Gorges—A very special route to travel by motorbike,
you can’t miss it!
Ait Ben Haddou—Undoubtedly the most impressive Kasbah
(Berber fortified cities).
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Imlil—Atlas Mountains, remember to ride through the Tizi
n’Tichka mountain pass.

Marrakech—An explosion of life in the market and its great
square.
Essaouira—Perfect place to rest near the sea after the tough
ride across the desert.
Casablanca—Economic center and most cosmopolitan
city in Morocco.
Asilah—Small city by the sea with lots of street art in
its medina.
Manu Torres (Spain) and Ivana Colakovska (Macedonia)
have been traveling the world since 2007. Meeting the diversity
of humankind is one of their main motivations for being constantly on the road. After an experience with a Royal Enfield
in India back in 2011, they decided it was time to dream big
and in 2013 they acquired a Yamaha Ténéré XT660Z to hit the world’s roads another
way. It was a journey that so far has taken them to 69 countries and over 170,000 km.
Around Gaia: AroundGaia.com also on Instagram / Facebook / YouTube
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