
It seems the news media is bent on 
having us believe the world is much more 
dangerous than ever before. Close behind 

are the financial institutions which constantly 
promote loans—especially marketing the idea 

to the younger generation that borrowing is the 
way to secure their futures. And then there’s the 

camp who insist that traveling for pleasure or long 
periods is akin to throwing away time and money. 

Despite it all, why is it that millennials ignore these 
bombardments and are considered the most traveling 

generation in history?
There’s a growing number of young people who’ve left 

everything behind to venture into the world without time 
limits, before making decisions to raise families, and before 

achieving economic or professional stability. Clearly the world 
has changed in such a way as to permit this unusual lifestyle. 
But why now?

My personal story may offer some insight. When Ivana and 
I were very young we left everything behind to explore the 
world—originally as backpackers and later two-up on a motor-
cycle. With our project, Around Gaia (AroundGaia.com), we spent 
more than 10 years on the road and in that time we visited almost 
100 countries. It didn’t matter that our wallets were empty, we 
found a way to stay on the road. 

After much pondering, we’ve come up with nine reasons we 
chose to do it, why it was possible, and why on a motorcycle:

Let’s start with one of the main reasons—20th century  
wars made travel a necessity in order to find better (safer) 
places to live and work. Peace agreements between nations 
allowed for tourism and the freedom of traveling for pleasure 
or as emigrants.

Access to information via the Internet has played a major 
role in helping to open minds. The Internet has invited us 
to question many of the so-called dangers and discover 
for ourselves the real world. It’s also motivated many to get 
involved and to create their own travel-related projects.
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Millennials

Crossing a wooden bridge in Rwanda 
on a route to Virunga National Park.
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Crossing the Manhattan Bridge (NYC).

There’s been a shift of Western considerations related 
to paternity. For perhaps the first time ever, it’s 
become popular to experience more of life before 
raising a family. And perhaps due to population 

density, there’s a growing trend to not have children 
at all. We saw this very clearly in countries like Sudan, 
Uzbekistan and India where this shift hadn’t occurred, 
and where we were continually asked why we didn’t have 
children even though we were married and were so “old” 
(Ivana was barely 30).

By the time millennials became adults, low-cost 
flights were readily available. At the beginning of the 
21st century, flying was no longer a privilege of the 
rich. In Europe, for example, cities such as Barcelona,   

Amsterdam, Paris, Rome and London were easily acces-
sible, and inexpensive to travel to. Experiencing different 
cultures, food and languages, even working in different 
countries, was then possible for any young person—
infecting many with the spirit of travel.

The invention of social media—A traveler/
writer of the last century needed months to 
see just one of his/her articles published in a 
print magazine or newspaper. Now it takes just 

seconds to reach thousands. From computers or phones, 
anyone can see and read our stories no matter where we 
are on the planet. We can share valuable information  
about how we travel and how people from all over the 
world receive us. And, social media readily helps turn 
these experiences into motivation for others to start their 
own adventures.

Geographically independent incomes—We’re 
no longer chained to our native countries for 
work. Today earning a living can be geo-
graphically independent in ways our parents 
never dreamed, and it’s getting better every 

year. Despite the increase in automation, many jobs are 
being created that only require a computer and access 
to the Internet, freeing the would-be traveler to roam 
the world. It’s common now to meet others on the road 
who are graphic designers, marketing mavens, commu-
nication gurus, programmers or influencers… all doing 
jobs via the Internet both for extended periods and 
permanently away from their home countries.
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Stopping for a spot of tea and to escape 
the heat of the Sahara Desert in Sudan.

44 January/February 2019



Crossing the Manhattan Bridge (NYC).

There’s been a shift of Western considerations related 
to paternity. For perhaps the first time ever, it’s 
become popular to experience more of life before 
raising a family. And perhaps due to population 

density, there’s a growing trend to not have children 
at all. We saw this very clearly in countries like Sudan, 
Uzbekistan and India where this shift hadn’t occurred, 
and where we were continually asked why we didn’t have 
children even though we were married and were so “old” 
(Ivana was barely 30).

By the time millennials became adults, low-cost 
flights were readily available. At the beginning of the 
21st century, flying was no longer a privilege of the 
rich. In Europe, for example, cities such as Barcelona,   

Amsterdam, Paris, Rome and London were easily acces-
sible, and inexpensive to travel to. Experiencing different 
cultures, food and languages, even working in different 
countries, was then possible for any young person—
infecting many with the spirit of travel.

The invention of social media—A traveler/
writer of the last century needed months to 
see just one of his/her articles published in a 
print magazine or newspaper. Now it takes just 

seconds to reach thousands. From computers or phones, 
anyone can see and read our stories no matter where we 
are on the planet. We can share valuable information  
about how we travel and how people from all over the 
world receive us. And, social media readily helps turn 
these experiences into motivation for others to start their 
own adventures.

Geographically independent incomes—We’re 
no longer chained to our native countries for 
work. Today earning a living can be geo-
graphically independent in ways our parents 
never dreamed, and it’s getting better every 

year. Despite the increase in automation, many jobs are 
being created that only require a computer and access 
to the Internet, freeing the would-be traveler to roam 
the world. It’s common now to meet others on the road 
who are graphic designers, marketing mavens, commu-
nication gurus, programmers or influencers… all doing 
jobs via the Internet both for extended periods and 
permanently away from their home countries.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Stopping for a spot of tea and to escape 
the heat of the Sahara Desert in Sudan.

44 January/February 2019
Ivana celebrating our arrival at 
the Uyuni Salt Desert in Bolivia.

At this very moment there are motorcycle 
travelers crossing every continent on 
the planet. Within this group are both 
millennials, with tight budgets, and older 
generation travelers, often with bigger 

budgets, who after many years of raising families and 
long careers, have decided to fulfill their dreams of seeing 
the world. But why is it that millennials are taking such a 

completely different life route? Certainly, the popularity of 
backpacking trips has been an influence. Many young people 
traveling today on two wheels had previous experience as 

backpackers, especially in South America or Southeast Asia, 
which tend to be the more adventurous locations. As backpackers 
they learned quickly that money is not the most important element 

in life, and have also discovered and/or invented many new skills 
that help them earn extra income to either extend their time away or 
sustain full-time careers.

Worldwide platforms like WorkAway.com or CouchSurfing.com 
are quite commonly used among millennials and highly utilized 
resources for free or low-cost places to sleep. Reducing the cost of 
accommodations has opened a great door for young people to jump 
into long trips that last for months or even years.
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8.
Arriving in Manhattan with the 
Brooklyn Bridge behind us.
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9.
Better motorcycles and better roads—The 
production of quality, reliable motorcycles has 
improved considerably over the last few years, 
allowing for relatively low cost and significantly 
longer trips. Additionally, the infrastructures, 

especially regarding service and shipping of parts, within 
almost every country have progressed to the point 
where anyone with a desire to travel by motorcycle 
can now afford it. This is a paradigm shift from the last 
century, where only the most bold and experienced 
adventurers risked such challenges.

Without a doubt, leaving everything behind 
to begin a journey will always involve sacrifices 
and risks, and it also takes courage to listen to 
our traveler instincts and take the first step on 
a path where we do not know what’s around the 
next corner. However, there’s never been a better 
time, and perhaps window of opportunity, than 
now. And perhaps that’s exactly what millennials 
have instinctively realized. 

Upon completion of this article, a question comes 
to mind: Were there better experiences for a traveler 
during the last century or this one? The answer to that 
question may be best answered by those who rode 
a few decades ago. Leave us your answer through a 
social media message and help us find the conclusion 
with which to prepare our next report. Facebook and 
Instagram AroundGaia 

Manu Torres and Ivana 
Colakovska are a Spanish and 
Macedonian couple who started 
the Around Gaia Project (“Gaia” 
is the term for Earth as a living 

organism) with the mission of traveling the globe by motorcycle. 
Their goals are straightforward: “We intend to prove there’s no 
need to be frightened of the unknown. That we can break the 
misconceptions, mistrust and fear of danger of faraway people 
and places. And, we want to show how the world is a much nicer 
place than many believe it to be.” AroundGaia.comIvana and Manu 

in Brooklyn.

Riding in Ometepe Island 
(Nicaragua) where we met with a 
rider traveling from New York.
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