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Even though it’s the Bolivian 
winter and we’d been riding 
through intense electric 
storms, today the sun  
welcomes us.
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Visiting Komodo Island, home 
of the famous dragons.

It was one of the highest sections of the Tajikistan’s Pamir mountain range, on a 
dangerously icy road that kept us on our toes. There’d been plenty of warnings not 
to challenge the mid-November forces of nature as this mountainous region had little 
respect or mercy for travelers. Although the going was expected to be tough, slogging 

through a snowstorm while facing -20ºC temps turned out to be far more harrowing than 
we ever imagined. Then at 5,000 meters the nose bleeds started, forcing us to somehow 
find shelter before nightfall. Severely dazed and confused by the conditions and altitude, 
having no GPS or maps, and immersed in darkness to a point where we couldn’t see 
the road, we were barely able to crawl along at 10 kph. This was the first time ever that 
traveling the world by motorcycle sucked!

by Ivana Colakovska and Manu Torres
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In Southeast Asia we often 
stayed at Buddhist Temples 
where often the only way to 
ensure children get fed is by 
making them monks.

A dream can be as ruthless as a wolf dressed in 
sheep’s clothing. Taking advantage of you in a 
moment of weakness it comes, mercilessly with 
life-destroying force. No matter what you thought 
you knew, there’s yet another threat you could 
never have anticipated or imagined. Until that 
moment, your dream was just an idea that lived in 
your head or heart, whispering from time to time 
to be a rebel or to start a new life of unknown 
risks. When you realize you’re exposed and 
that “crazy” idea might be your last, it’s time to 
decide… the red or blue pill?

“That moment” happened to us one night in 
Arambol, India. We’d been riding around the sub-
continent on our first bike, an old Royal Enfield. 
An adventurous three-month spree had already 
taught us important lessons for the trip we 
were about to undertake. Although the idea of 
roaming the planet wasn’t new to us and we’d 
always loved traveling, it was at that moment
we realized motorcycling the world could 
become something bigger.

When first imagining making that dream 
of travel a reality, many visualize having fun 
on an exotic beach somewhere. But it’s likely 
going to be a far different experience. Family 
and friends will be left behind until who 

knows when. You’ll have to quit a stable and 
predictable life. And there’ll be no assurance of 
a happy ending, as factors such as luck, fate or 
karma play roles that don’t necessarily depend 
on your input.

Then again, if you dare enough to sacrifice your 
existing lifestyle, you can always return to it if 
things don’t work out. Just stop, forget what you 
wanted, and bury the dream. You might actually 
think you’ve won by exiling your dreams to the 
dark recesses of the mind—but trust us, they’re 
already allied with the subconscious and sooner or 
later that urge will return with a vengeance.

Back in 2013, after months of preparation and 
the difficult process of raising funds to launch our 
journey, we had to endure the naysayers who tried 
to convince us we were crazy. We later discovered 
that preparation was nothing compared to what 
was ahead. There’d be battles with 120 kph winds 
in Patagonia, extreme cold in the Andes, monsoons 
in Sumatra, and dehydration in the Atacama Desert. 
We’d also contend with corrupt cops in Laos who 
threatened to burn our passports and imprison us; 
teenaged, drug-crazed thieves who tried to steal our 
motorcycle in South America; and an accident in the 
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At a Myranmarese refugee 
camp where the “giraffe 
women” live.

At the port of Penang Island 
(Malaysia), the “ferry” transports 
mainly vegetables—it’s our only 
option to get the bike across.
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Here we are at the Salar Grande in northern Argentina.  
It’s not only a cool place but it’s great for photography, too.

Chilean Carretera Austral that ended 
with three broken bones, nine stitches, 
and a metal plate… every one of these 
incidents had us wondering whether to 
continue or not. The monsters of the road 
test the traveler every day.

If this nomadic life is so messed up, 
why even bother? We can’t find the magic 
combination of words to explain why—you 
must discover the answers for yourself. But 
challenges like these also make us grow, so 
we can only suggest to BE BRAVE and SEE 
THE WORLD. Accept the sacrifices—they’ll 
be your best memories someday. Stay away 
from the comforts, don’t sleep in fancy hotels 
and don’t take the main roads. Be brave, 
wander, explore—it’ll all be worth it! 

Remember… no dream is too big, no 
dreamer is too small.

Buen Viaje mi amigo!!!!! 

Ivana Colakovska and Manu Torres are a Macedonian and 
Spanish couple who started the Around Gaia Project with the 
mission of traveling the globe by motorcycle. Their goals are 
straightforward: “We intend to prove there’s no need to be fright-
ened of the unknown. That we can break the misconceptions, 
mistrust and fear of danger of faraway people and places. And, 
we want to show how the world is a much nicer place than many 
believe it to be.” AroundGaia.com
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This is a section of the road from Nasca to Ecuador— 
another amazing landscape where the sea is mixed  
with the desert.

The gypsies in this desert area of Rajastan 
are funny people, and we often joined them 
for chai.
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